Periodic Table: The Elements Assignment

10 points

If all of chemistry could be summarized on one piece of paper, that piece of paper would be the Periodic Table.  The periodic table is an extremely useful tool which allows prediction of all sorts of chemical reactions.  Like any tool, for its usefulness to be realized, one must learn what information is available.  For class on Thursday look up information on your element.  Information that would be useful to find includes its common use, atomic number, atomic weight, common isotopes (if any), melting and boiling points, atomic radius, electronegativity, toxicity, reactivity, form it is in at room temperature, and any other interesting features of your element.  Thursday in class you will have the opportunity to compare the properties of your element with others.  Reference sources to find information about your element include your textbook, the Handbook of Chemistry and Physics (elements section) (there are several Handbooks of Chemistry and Physics in the reference section of the library), and the web sites http://www.liv.ac.uk/Chemistry/Links/links.html (Scroll down on left to Chemical Information section and pick periodic tables and http://www.webelements.com/ to name a few.  These web sites are available also from the electronic resources page of the Chem 106/107 home page.
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