Group Presentation, Chem 106/107


Chemistry 106: Chemistry in the Popular Media Group Project
Topics: Groups will be assigned according to interest in topics currently in popular media

Paper: 

One five to seven pages paper not including figures or references per group should be handed in the day the poster is presented.  Papers should include at least five references with no more than two of them being websites.  Proper citation of sources is expected.  The citation format is given below.
Poster:

You can use a standard sized piece of poster board as the background or some other creative shape or form.  Several colors of poster board are available in the bookstore.  Make sure that each team member's names is with the poster, either on it or on a separate sheet of paper attached to the front side of the poster.  Examples of previous years’ posters may be available on the third floor of SLC.
Steps to a successful group poster presentation:

1. Research your topic (infotrac, infoseek, current contents, other on-line databases through the library, books, articles, web, encyclopedias, dictionaries)
2. Write out a brief outline of the information that you want to present on the poster.

3. Brainstorm about how you want to present your topic.
4. Crucial parts to your poster
· Creativity will be rewarded by your peers and your instructor

· All of the group members must present some part of the poster presentation

· Good posters use color and large readable fonts

· Good posters use a lot of pictures and diagrams with descriptor words 

· Short lists and brief phrases are better than complete sentences

· Good posters typically have a relevant, eye catching title.

· You must present the chemistry behind the specific topic that you choose to present

· Some of the topics are controversial, the focus of your poster should be on the chemistry behind your topic, not the controversy  Only a small portion of your presentation should focus on the controversy

· Explain chemistry topic in an interesting, understandable, and organized fashion at the appropriate level for the class 
· Remember this is a chemistry class, some topics have biological, geological, or other aspects of them, include these other fields as necessary but focus on the chemistry

· Introduction and summary statements can be helpful at the beginning and end of the poster.  Remember to keep them short and concise.
· Provide all references used to develop poster (DO NOT PLAGERIZE).  These can be on a separate sheet of paper attached to the front of the poster
· Books: Hart, M. A.; Hink, B. C. "Book Title"; Wiley & Sons: New York, 1997.
· WWW:  Provide main URL, author, and date accessed (make sure that it works when you are not in the site)

· Journal Articles: Black, J. E.; Smo, M. A. Journal Title 1997, volume #, p 1679-1689. Article Title: "A Lot of Chemistry Stuff"

· It should take you about 8-10 minutes to orally present your poster to someone else. 

Evaluation of Poster Presentation:

· On the day of the poster presentations, you will present your poster to small groups of people in the class.  You will have the opportunity to present your poster 6-8 times during the class period.  Each presentation should take about 8-10 minutes with all group members speaking during the presentation.  

· Your presentation will be evaluated on the criterion listed in step 4 by the instructor and by the other students in the class (see poster assessment forms on the web page).

· The instructor and class evaluations will determine the group grade.  Individual grades will be determined using the team contribution forms.
Timeline:


September 15:  Groups are assigned.  Turn in legibly written contract with all team members’ names, contact information, and expectations for equal sharing of work, clearly define consequences of unequal participation.


October 11: Detailed outline (2 pages, typed) of poster and paper with minimum of three references


November 29: (“A” groups): Poster presentation and paper due.  Poster and paper must have a minimum of five references, no more than two of which are websites and poster must have at least four illustrative figures.


December 1: (“B” groups) Poster presentation and paper due.  Poster and paper must have a minimum of five references, no more than two of which are websites and poster must have at least four illustrative figures.
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